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Mr.  Chairman  A  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Seventh  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  of  Longtou,  and  the 
Forty-Fourth  since  the  Incorporation  of  the  Borough. 

Owing  to  the  great  question  of  the  Federation  of  the 
Pottery  Towns  which  was  finally  settled  and  passed  at  the 
end  of  1908  no  heroic  measures  of  sanitary  reform  were  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  However  I  am  pleased 
to  state  that  a  very  constant  and  steady  improvement  in  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  has  been  maintained,  and 
this  is  shown  more  particularly  in  the  headway  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  been  able  to  make,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
conversion  of  privy  cesspools  and  improvement  in  the  ashpit 
accommodation  and  in  cowsheds. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  Act  came  into 
force  during  1908  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  time  this  will 
help  very  materially  to  improve  the  Public  Health  ;  not  only 
from  the  point  of  view  of  actually  discovering  and  obtaining 
the  mitigation  of  diseases  in  their  early  stages  in  the  children 
themselves,  but  also  from  an  educational  point  of  view,  in  as 
much  as  it  will  have  the  effect  in  time  of  showing  the  children 
who  are  the  future  citizens,  the  importance  of  health.  If,  as 
no  doubt  will  follow  in  a  short  time,  the  elder  scholars  receive 
special  instruction  in  Thrift,  Domestic  Economy  and  Hygiene, 
as  applied  to  the  home,  and  the  older  girls  the  care  of  Infants, 
it  is  easy  to  prophesy  that  provided  the  insanitary  conditions 
of  the  town  are  continued  to  be  attacked  in  the  vigorous 


manner  now  prevailing,  our  Infantile  Mortality  will  no  longer  he 
the  reproach  to  us  it  is  at  the  present  day  ;  the  frequent 
change  of  Lady  Sanitary  Inspector  owing  to  such  a  small 
salary  being  attached  to  the  post,  has  in  the  past  considerably 
hampered  the  work  of  this  Department  of  Public  Health; 
however  I  am  pleased  to  record  you  have  recently  wisely  de¬ 
cided  to  give  a  better  salary  in  the  expectation  of  retaining  a 
good  public  official  and  consequently  obtaining  more  benefit 
from  the  continuous  service  of  one  who  has  a  keen  interest  in 
her  work  and  knows  the  place  and  people  well. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  was  adopted  by  you  at 
once  and  came  into  operation  in  the  Borough  on  January  6th, 
1908,  and  although  you  had  to  take  proceedings  in  April  against 
certain  midwives  for  not  complying  with  the  Act  you  only  did 
so  in  order  to  act  as  a  warning  and  the  result  has  been  that 
the  Act  is  generally  well  complied  with.  This  Act  enables 
the  Lady  Inspector  to  visit  and  advise  the  mothers  at  least  a 
month  earlier  than  she  could  do  previously  and  I  am  hopeful 
that  this  earlier  visiting  will  be  helpful  in  combating  some  of 
the  prevailing  ignorance  concerning  child  rearing. 

Mr.  Wardle,  the  Surveyor,  has  kindly  furnished  me  with 
the  following  report  concerning  the  new  Filter  beds  at  the 
Sewage  Works: — 


“  The  Constructional  work  of  the  two  Filters,  one  acre  and 
“  half  an  acre  in  area  respectively  has  been  completed.  Some 
“difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  the  requisite  quan- 
’•  tity  of  saggars,  but.  during  the  past  year  good  progress  has 
“  been  made  with  the  work  of  filling  the  Filters  with  Filtering 

•  °  O 

“  Medium.  1  he  one  acre  bed  is  filled  and  the  half  acre  bed  is 
“filled  one  third  of  its  area.  The  depth  of  the  Filters  is 
“4ft.  6in.  and  the  filtering  medium  is  of  the  following  sizes 
and  depths,  viz  :  — 

ft.  in. 

9  broken  bricks  2  inches  to  2.J  inches. 
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“Sewage  will  be  conveyed  from  the  Septic  Tanks  to  the 
“  Filters  by  Gravitation,  and  will  then  be  distributed  over  the 
“  surface  of  each  filter  by  means  of  mechanical  distributors 
“  made  by  “  Hartley  and  Causton  ”  and  will  be  driven  by  oil 
“  engines.  The  ironwork  of  the  Distributor  for  the  one  acre 
“  filter  has  been  delivered  and  the  contractors  are  proceeding 
“with  its  erection.  The  two  Power  Houses  are  roofed  in  and 
“  nearly  complete  and  one  of  the  gas  engines  has  been  deliv- 
“  ered.  It  is  expected  that  the  filters  will  be  completed  and 
“  working  about  June  this  year.” 

To  sum  up,  I  can  congratulate  you  on  the  population  in¬ 
creasing,  the  birth  rate  increased,  the  General  death  rate  de¬ 
creased,  the  zymotic  death  rate  slightly  decreased,  but  I  regret 
to  say  the  Infant  Mortality  has  again  risen  though  still  far 
below  the  years  previous  to  1907.  This  rise  is  due  to 
Diarrhoea  and  shows  how  necessary  it  is  to  push  on  with  the 
conversion  of  the  Privy  Cesspools  and  the  ashpit  accommo¬ 
dation. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  continued  courtesy, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

/.  W.  DAWES , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Arf*a  and 
Oeneral 
Character  of 
tile  Borough 


Trades 


Population 


Vital  Statistics 

For  1908. 


The  Borough  of  Longton  is  about,  1,934  acres  in  extent, 
and  lies  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Potteries,  it  is 
bounded  by  open  country  on  the  east,  south  and  west,  and  is 
divided  into  two  main  watersheds  drained  respectively  by  the 
Anchor  Brook  and  the  Dresden  Brook. 


The  height  above  the  sea  level  varies  from  676  feet  at 
Sandford  Hill,  656  feet  at  the  Meir  Church,  to  474  feet  at  the 
Market  Place  and  399  at  Longton  Pool. 


In  the  south  east  corner  of  the  Borough  at  Normacot,  the 
Pebble  Beds  or  conglomerates  of  the  New  Red  Sandstone 
appear,  otherwise  the  town  stands  on  the  south-east  margin  of 
the  North  Staffordshire  Coalfield,  and  the  surface  consists 
mainly  of  clays. 

For  electoral  purposes  the  Borough  is  divided  into  ten 
wards : — Dresden,  Florence,  Normacot,  Meir,  St.  James’s 
Sutherland,  St.  John’s,  Sandford  Hill,  St.  Paul’s,  and  the 
Market  Ward. 


The  chief  industries  of  the  District  are  : — the  Manufac¬ 
ture  of  China  and  Earthenware  and  Coal  Mining. 


The  population  38,082  is  estimated  according  to  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses,  and  shows  an  increase  of  740, 
taking  as  a  basis  5  14  persons  per  house.  There  is  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses.  In  the  old  Borough  and 
East  Vale  there  is  a  considerable  increase,  109  ;  in  Florence  36 
but  in  Dresden  there  is  a  decrease  of  1.  See  adjoining  table. 
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No.  of  No.  of  Inhabited  Void 
Houses  Houses  Houses 


Old  Borough  & 

1907 

1908 

1907 

1908 

1907 

1908 

East  Vale  .. 

•4-595 

4-593 

4-I97 

4,306 

398 

287 

Florence 

■2,546 

2,555 

2,418 

2.454 

128 

IOI 

Dresden 

ro 

00 

vo 

683 

650 

649 

33 

34 

Total 

.7,824 

CO 

CO 

7,265 

7,409 

559 

422 

The  natural  increase,  that  is,  the  number  of  Births  in 
excess  of  deaths  is  612. 


,  .  Increase  according  KT  .  ,  T  „„„„ 

Population  tQ  inhabited  homes  Natural  Increase 

i9°7  37>342  545  544 

1908  38,082  740  612 

There  are  19-6  persons  per  acre  in  the  Borough. 


BIRTHS. 


Number  of  births  registered  in  1908  ...  ...  1,326 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  34  8 

Number  of  births  in  Stoke  Union  of 

Longton  Residents  ...  ...  •••  r4 

Corrected  number  of  births...  ...  •••  I>34° 

Corrected  birth  rate  ...  •••  •••  35  1 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  ...  •••  95 

Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  •••  •••  7°'8 

Birth  Rate  for  76  large  towns  ...  •••  27'° 

,,  142  smaller  towns  ...  ••• 

whole  of  England  and  Wales  ...  26-5 


650  of  the  births  were  males  and  6S8  females. 

The  highest  birth  rate  was  recorded  in  January  48-5  and 
the  lowest  in  February  29-5. 
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BIRTH 

RATE  FOR 

PAST  TEN 

YEARS. 

1899 

37-8 

1904 

37'3 

1900 

38-8 

1905 

35'r> 

1901 

36-4 

1906 

36-4 

1 902 

CO 

CO 

1907 

34-6 

1903 

35-2 

1908 

35'° 

DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  in  1908  ...  643 


Death  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  i6'8 

Number  of  deaths  in  institutions  beyond  the  District  83 

Corrected  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  ig‘06 

Corrected  number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  726 

Death  rate  for  76  large  towns...  ...  ...  i5'8 

„  ,,  142  smaller  towns  ...  ...  14-7 

,,  ,,  whole  of  England  and  Wales  ...  147 


( )f  the  726  deaths  373  were  males  and  353  females. 

The  respective  ages  at  death  were  as  follows  : — 

246  under  one  year. 

82  between  one  and  five  years. 

17  ,,  five  and  fifteen  years. 

23  ,,  fifteen  and  twenty-five  years. 

244  ,,  twenty-five  and  sixty-five  years. 

114  over  sixty-five  years. 

Four  non-residents  died  from  injuries  in  the  Cottage  Hospital. 
The  average  age  at  death  for  the  year  is  i8£  years,  but 

Average  Age  00  j  1  j 

if  we  exclude  infants  under  5  years  of  age  we  have  an  average 
duration  of  life  of  51  years  11  months.  The  average  age  of 
children  under  5  years  is  8  months  and  5  days. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Number  of  deaths  under  1  year 

•  •  • 

246 

Rate  per  1,000  births 

.  .  . 

183 

Rate  for  76  largest  towns  ... 

1 28 

Rate  for  142  smaller  towns... 

•  •  • 

124 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  ■ 

121 

Comparative  table  for  the  last  Ten  years. 


In  1899  the 
,,  1900 
„  1901 
,,  1902 
„  I9°3 
„  1904 

»,  1905 

»  I9°6 
»  I9°7 
„  1908 


death  rate 
>> 

>> 

V 

>> 

)  ) 

?> 

M 


of  Infants 

1  y  ? 

•1  y 

yy  y 

yy  y 

yy  y 

yy  y 

y  y  y 


per  1,000 
>» 

M 

yy 

y  y 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 


births  was 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

%y 

y  y 

yy 


2428 

2557 

225-1 

1957 

215-1 

J94'5 

196-7 

23T5 

170 

183 


Of  the  246  infant  deaths  62  occurred  during  the  first 
month  of  life.  On  referring  to  the  appended  table  (pages  10 
and  n)  of  causes  of  Infant  deaths  it  is  fairly  evident  that  the 
majority  of  deaths  under  one  month  are  due  to  prenatal  causes. 


On  comparing  the  Births,  and  Deaths  under  one  year  in 
the  different  wards  1  find  St.  James’s  Ward  heads  the  list  with 
33-7  per  cent,  of  deaths  and  Sandford  Hill  has  the  lowest  per 
centage  of  deaths  13-2. 


Ward  List  of  deaths  of  Infants. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ST, 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diarrhoea,  in  all  forms 

Enteritis,  Muco-Enteritis  | 
Gastro-Enteritis  j 

Gastritis,  gastro-intestinal  | 
catarrh  ( 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  defects  ... 

Injury  at  birth 

Atrophy,  Debility,  | 

Marasmus  j 

1 1 


District  (or  sub-divison)  of  Longton. 

Births  in  the  Year  :  Legitimate  1,245,  illegitimate  95.  Deaths  in  the  Year:  Legitimate  222,  Illegitimate  24. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  726. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  38,082. 


Ward  List  of  deaths  over  one  year  of  age 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  were  1 8 1  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year  : — 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

...  44 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

...  16 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  I  O I 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

...  1 8 

i8i 

WARD 

LIST 

OF  NOTIFICATIONS 

FOR 

0 

0 

GO 

Ward  Scarlet  Diphtheria  and 

Fever  Membranous  Croup 

Enteric 

Fever 

Puerperal  „  •  . 

Fever  EryslPelfls 

St.  John’s  ... 

7 

3 

2 

O 

4 

St.  James’s 

5 

2 

2 

O 

0 

St.  Paul’s  ... 

7 

7 

0 

O 

0 

Sutherland.. 

.  1 1 

3 

0 

O 

4 

Market 

1 

2 

1 

O 

1 

Sandford  Hill  31 

6 

3 

O 

2 

Dresden 

3 

2 

0 

O 

I 

Normacot  ... 

.  14 

5 

O 

I 

3 

Meir 

8 

5 

4 

O 

1 

Florence  ... 

9 

4 

I 

2 

Total 

IOI 

44 

16 

2 

18 

Total 

Quarter  end-) 
ing  March ) 

1 2 

14 

7 

I 

1 

35 

Quarter  end-) 
ing  June) 

20 

6 

1 

O 

6 

33 

Quarter  end-) 
ing  Sept.) 

19 

10 

2 

I 

9 

41 

Quarter  end-) 
ing  Dec. ) 

5° 

H 

6 

O 

2 

72 

IOI 

44 

16 

2 

18 

181 

H 


The  cost  of  notification  was:  — 


£  s.  d. 

first  Quarter  ...  ...  476 

Second  Quaiter  ...  ..  426 

Third  Quarter  ...  ...  5  1  o 

Fourth  Quarter  ...  ...  y  2  6 


Total  £17.  13  6 


Cases  removed  to  Bucknall. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

69 

Diphthe 

ria 

20 

Enteric 

Fever 

6 

95 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  101 

,,  ,,  sent  to  Bucknall  Hospital  69 

,,  deaths  at  Bucknall  ...  2 

,.  nursed  at  home  ...  1 

Total  number  of  deaths  ...  ...  3 

Case  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2-9 


We  traced  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  Adderley 
Green  which  is  contiguous  to  Sandford  Hill,  where  the  largest 
number  of  cases  occurred.  This  is  another  plea  for  the  annex¬ 
ation  of  Adderley  Green,  which  is  so  far — 5  miles — from  its 
own  governing  body  that  supervision  cannoL  be  so  complete  as 
it  would  be  if  it  was  incorporated  in  the  Borough. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  44 

,,  ,,  sent  to  Bucknall  ...  20 

,,  deaths  at  Bucknall  ...  2 

,,  ,,  nursed  at  home  ...  1 

Total  number  of  deaths  ...  ...  3 

Case  rate  ...  ...  ...  6’8 


*5 


C  s.  d. 


The  cost  of  antitoxin  was  .. 
„  „  injections  „  ... 


4  x3  9 


2  0  0 


£b  1 3  9 


N  umber  of  cases 


sent  to  Bucknall 


16 

6 


deaths  at  Bucknall 
,,  nursed  at  home 


2 

I 


Total  number  of  deaths 
Case  rate 


3 


On  the  mortality  table  4  deaths  from  Enteric  Fever  are 
returned,  1  occurred  at  the  Workhouse  which  was  not  noti¬ 
fied  in  Longton  and  so  is  not  included  in  the  foregoing  com¬ 
putation. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  on  the  condition  of  the 
houses  from  which  Enteric  was  notified  is  here  appended. 


ENTERIC  FEVER  1908 


Ref. 

No. 

Isolation 

Nnmber  of 

■ 

Venti¬ 

lation 

Praina^ 

Outside 

Closet  Accomodation 

Ash-pits 

Occupants 

Kooins 

Sink 
cut  off 

Vent 

Not 

Vent 

W.c 

Hand- 

flushed 

Slop 

W.C. 

Privy 

Open 

Cov’d 

Bins 

1 

Bed-r’m 

7 

4 

thro’ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Sit-r’m 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10 

5 

l 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Kitchen 

7 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1 

5 

Second 

case  in- 

for- 

nia- 

tion 

as 

No. 

4 

6 

F  Bed-r’m 

5 

4 

thro’ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Bed-r’m 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

> » 

9 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Sit-r’m 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

F  Bed-r’m 

6 

4 

” 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Sit-r’m 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

F  Bed-r’m 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

Kitchen 

11 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Bed-r’m 

7 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

15 

Livg-r’m 

9 

5 

none 

1 

1 

1 

16 

Sit-r’m 

7 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sit-r’m 

16 

5 

16 

Cutoff 

vent 

not 

6 

5 

2 

4 

1 

13 

1 

cases 

Bed-r’m 

Houses 

15 

1 

vent 

in  15 

7 

thro’ 

None 

15 

Houses 

Kitchen 

1 

3 

Case  14  was  contracted  in  South  Staffordshire. 
PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  deaths  ...  ...  ...  1 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  18 

,,  deaths  ...  ...  ...  1 


DIARRHCEA,  &c. 


Diarrhoea  in  all  its  forms  including  infantile  enteritis, 
muco-enteritis,  gastro  enteritis,  gastritis,  &c. 


Number  of  deaths 
Under  1  year  of  age 
Between  1  and  5  years 
Over  5  years 


95 

76 

l7 

2 


*7 


DEATHS  FROM  THE  SEVEN  PRINCIPAL 
ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Number  of  deaths...  ...  ...  ...  iqo 

Zymotic  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  2-6 

i)  ,,  for  76  large  towns  ...  1-59 

)>  ,,  „  144  smaller  towns  ...  r26 

,,  ,,  ,,  whole  of  England  &  Wales  1-29 


1  able  showing  deaths  from  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases 
ior  1908  and  previous  years. 


1902 

190  5 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Measles  ... 

0 

19 

3 

13 

6 

25 

11 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

3 

1 

tl 

4 

2 

3 

W  hooping  Cou^li  ■ 

1 1 

0 

16 

19 

13 

26 

5 

Diphtheria 

22 

17 

11 

8 

2 

4 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

8 

5 

4 

5 

4 

4 

Diarrhoea 

31 

44 

70 

63 

144 

49 

74 

Smallpox... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

75 

91 

106 

107 

174 

110 

100 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 


Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  235 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  6-i 

Number  of  cases  of  phthisis  ...  54 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  1  -4 


Deaths  from  Respiratory  diseases  for  1908  and  previous  years, 


1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Congestion  of  Lungs'! 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

[  192 

1 

138 

138 

178 

154 

192 

176 

Broncho- pneumonia  J 
Phthisis 

1 

56 

52 

54 

39 

62 

71 

54 

Asthma 

7 

in 

5 

2 

3 

3 

3 

Laryngitis 

3 

12 

13 

2 

2 

•  > 

2 

Total  ... 

258 

212 

210 

221 

221 

268 

235 

i8 


INQUESTS. 

There  were  28  inquest,  the  verdicts  of  which  were 

2  Heart  failure. 

2  Syncope. 

1  Fit 

1  Exhaustion. 

1  Convulsions. 

1  Kidney  disease. 

1  Lead  poisoning. 

2  Suicide. 

17  Accidents  sub-divided  into  : — 

4  accidental  fall  of  coal  in  coal  pit. 

4  scalds  and  burns. 

3  accidental  fall. 

1  ,,  blow. 

1  struck  by  a  stone. 

1  accidental  poisoning. 

2  overlying. 

1  crushed  between  waggons. 


U) 


Lady  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

J.  IV.  DA  WES,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  a  Report  of  my  work  from  Match  2nd, 
1908  to  January  2nd,  1909. 

During  that  time  I  visited  the  homes  of  1346  infants  soon 
after  birth.  Of  these  I  found  1126  were  breast  fed,  128  breast 
and  hand,  81  solely  hand  fed,  and  ti  died  without  having  taken 
food.  The  proportion  of  breast  fed  infants  is  much  larger 
than  formerly,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  visits 
are  now  made  much  earlier,  due  to  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act  now  in  operation,  the  particulars  being  recorded  at  that 
time.  Subsequent  visits,  however,  show  that  in  many  cases 
from  various  causes,  the  breast  feeding  is  not  kept  up  for  long. 

I  found  337  of  the  mothers  either  working  away  from 
home  or  intending  to  do  so  as  soon  as  able.  As  much  as 
possible,  these  have  been  re-visited.  I  have  in  all,  made 
1 135  revisits.  Of  the  337  mothers  who  worked,  315  were 
engaged  in  the  pottery  trade,  22  being  otherwise  employed. 
The  various  trades  are  enumerated  as  follows  : — 


Aerographer 

1 

Lathe  treader 

21 

Burnisher 

2 

Looker  over 

2 

Carrier 

•••  3 

Mould  runner 

1 

Caster 

...  6 

Packer 

i 

Enameller  ... 

...  I3 

Paintress 

2 

Filler  up 

1 

Printer 

1 

Gilder 

...  25 

Sand-paperer 

1 

Handler 

...  3b 

Scourer 

...  27 

Jollier 

...  6 

Scalloper 

...  19 

20 


Sponger  ...  33 

Stilt  maker  ..  o 

Taker'off  ...  g 

Thimble  picker  ...  1 


Th  rower’s  assistant  3 
Transferrer  ...  56 

Warehouse'woman  33 
Wheel  turner  ...  q 


Total  in  pottery  trade  315. 


Otherwise  employed  : — 

Charwoman 
Domestic  servant 
Dress  maker 
Laundress 


7  Milliner 

2  Shop  assistant 

4  Shop  keeper 

1  Washerwoman 


1 

2 

3 
2 


Total  22. 


There  were  237  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
visited  during  the  year.  1  have  arranged  these  side  by  side 
with  the  births  in  the  different  wards. 


Births 

Deaths 

Dresden 

102 

15 

P'lorence  . 

1 16 

18 

Market 

..  91 

17 

Meir 

..  89 

16 

Normacot.. 

.  124 

18 

Births 

Deaths 

Sandford  Hill 

...  212 

28 

St.  James’ 

-  83 

28 

St.  John’s 

St.  Paul’s 

...  164 

30 

173 

3° 

Sutherland 

...  192 

37 

I  have  inquired  into  the  circumstances  attending  the 
deaths  of  214  of  the  infants  who  died  during  the  year.  Of 
these  77  were  breast  fed,  30  breast  and  hand,  96  solely  hand, 
and  11  had  not  taken  food.  The  greater  number,  120,  were 
insured.  There  were  83  of  the  mothers  working  away  from 
home,  their  employment  being  as  follows  : — 


Burnisher  ...  1 

Carrier  ...  1 

Domestic  servant  1 

Gilder  ...  7 

Lathe  treader  ...  1 

Laundress  ...  2 

Looker  over  ...  2 

Milliner  ...  1 

Handler  ...  5 

Paintress  ...  1 


Scalloper  ...  4 

Scourer  ...  10 

Sponger  ...  12 

Shop  keeper  ...  1 

Stilt  maker  ...  2 

Taker  off  ...  4 

Transferrer  ...  14 

Warehouse  woman  10 

Wheel  turner  ...  4 


21 

During  the  months  of  June,  July,  August,  September,  and 
October,  there  were  44  deaths  from  summer  diarrhoea  of 
infants  under  1  year  of  age,  as  compared  with  23  for  the  same 
period  of  1907.  In  June  there  were  3  deaths,  July  2,  August 
20,  September  8,  and  October  11.  Of  the  total,  9  were  breast 
fed,  1  breast  and  hand,  8  breast  and  bottle,  and  26  solely  bottle 
fed,  that  is  practically  80  per  cent  were  artifically  fed  wholly 
or  partially,  only  20  per  cent  being  altogether  breast  ted. 

Mothers  aie  slow  to  realise  the  importance  attached  to  the 
treatment  of  milk,  the  need  for  absolute  cleanliness  in  regard 
to  all  milk  vessels  and  feeding  bottles.  Milk  is  usually  left 
uncovered,  and  exposed  to  the  risk  of  contamination  by  dust  and 
dies,  and  in  the  greater  number  of  cottage  houses  there  is  no 
adequate  provision  for  storing  milk.  Pantries,  if  they  exist  at 
all,  are  usually  dark  and  badly  ventilated,  in  many  cases  milk 
has  to  be  kept  in  the  living  room,  or  in  the  wash-house  in  close 
proximity  to  drains. 

I  have  heard  a  great  deal  attributed  to  the  ignorance  of 
the  young  mother,  but  I  find,  as  a  rule,  that  the  young  mother 
can  be  fairly  easily  influenced.  There  is  more  opposition  from 
the  mother  of  the  large  family  (though  she  may  perhaps  have 
buried  most  of  them)  or  the  ignorant  grandmother.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  overcome  their  prejudices,  and  they  have  a  great 
deal  of  induence  with  the  younger  mothers.  fi'or  instance, 
when  visiting  a  baby  suffering  from  diarrhoea,  I  was  assured 
by  the  mother  that  she  was  carrying  out  the  doctors’  in¬ 
structions  implicity,  though  she  afterwards  admitted,  when 
the  baby  died,  that  she  had  been  all  along  on  the  advice  of 
the  grandmother,  surreptiously  giving  it  unsuitable  food, 
because  she  “  thought  the  doctor  was  starving  it.”  This  is 
just  one  of  many  such  instances. 

On  the  whole,  however,  I  think  mothers  are  beginning  to 
understand  the  simple  laws  of  health,  and  what  is  required  by 
an  infant  if  it  is  to  develop  into  a  healthy  adult.  Among  the 
poorer  classes  it  is  one  continued  struggle  against  adverse 
conditions.  Unwholesome  dwellings,  and  poverty,  which 
necessitates  the  mother  leaving  her  baby  to  the  care  of  others, 
has  to  be  taken  into  account  as  well  as  ignorance,  carelessness, 
and  want  of  management. 

Notidcation  of  Births  Act,  1907.  This  Act  came  into 
operation  in  the  Borough  on  Jan.  6th,  1908.  During  the  year 
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i g  births  were  found,  from  the  Registrar’s  returns,  which  had 
not  been  notified  in  accordance  with  the  Act.  All  these  were 
reported  to  you  as  they  were  discovered,  and  in  respect 
of  five  of  them,  summonses  were  taken  out  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  early  in  April,  three  of  the  offenders  being  ordered 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  prosecution  in  each  case.  The  defence 
of  each  was  ignorance,  and  the  effect  of  the  prosecution  has 
been  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  Act,  which 
may  now  be  said  to  be  working  smoothly.  I  am  now  enabled 
to  make  a  visit  to  each  mother  at  least  a  month  earlier 
than  was  the  case  when  we  depended  upon  the  Registrar’s 
returns  for  the  first  intimation  of  a  birth.  It  is  early  yet 
to  expect  to  see  the  result  of  the  change,  but  I  hope 
next  year,  by  a  systematic  following  up  of  each  case,  to  be 
able  to  report  more  fully  on  its  efficiency. 


Since  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  all 
still  births  are  notified.  Out  of  70  visits  which  I  made.  I 
found  that  21  mothers  went  out  to  work,  most  of  them  working 
up  to  within  a  short  period  of  the  baby  being  born.  In  many 
instances  the  history  of  the  mother  showed  many  previous 
still  births,  premature  births,  and  mis-carriages.  One  mother 
had  had  as  many  as  to  children,  all  still  born.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  employment  of  the  mothers  : — 


Charwoman  ...  1 

Caster  ...  1 

China  sorter  ...  1 

Gilder  ...  2 

Lithographer  ...  1 

Lathe  treader  ...  1 


Paintress  ...  2 

Sponger  ...  1 

Thrower’s  assistant...  1 
Transferrer  ...  7 

Warehouse  woman...  3 


I  have  paid  108  visits  to  workshops,  including  9  out 
workers,  19  defects  were  found,  which  included 


Want  of  cleanliness,  dirty  walls,  etc.  ...  13 

Defective  sanitary  arrangements  ...  6 


I  have  added  1 1  workshops  to  the  register,  and  4  have 
been  taken  off  owing  to  removals  and  giving  up  the  business. 


I  have  visited  and  inspected  1549  houses,  and  given  208 
informal  notices  for  insanitary  conditions,  such  as  dirty  con¬ 
dition  of  house,  overcrowding,  structural  defects,  stopped 
drains,  accumulation  of  rubbish,  etc.,  and  have  reported  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  any  matter  requiring  his  attention. 
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All  the  Elementary  Schools  have  been  visited,  and 
children  suffering  from  unclean  and  verminous  heads  or  other¬ 
wise  neglected  have  been  visited  in  their  homes  and  their 
parents  advised  as  to  the  best  means  of  cleansing  the  children, 
disinfectants  being  supplied  free  for  that  purpose.  In  most 
cases  I  find  neglected  children  mean  neglected  homes. 

Cases  of  cruelty  or  gross  neglect  coming  to  my  notice.  I 
have  reported  to  the  Inspector  of  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  IIULSE 


Infantile  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  June,  July,  August,  September,  and  October,  1908. 

Number  of  Deaths  44. 
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Report  of 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


TO  T1IE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  T1IE 
SA  NIT  A  R  Y  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  my 
department  during  the  53  weeks  ending  January  2nd,  1909,  the 
fifth  report  which  1  have  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  for 
your  consideration. 

In  spite  of  the  many  adverse  circumstances  which  con¬ 
stantly  block  the  progress  of  sanitary  reform,  I  feel  considerable 
satisfaction  in  being  able  to  record  a  steady  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  all  parts  of  the  Borough. 

The  table  (VI)  showing  the  summary  of  sanitary  operations 
during  the  year,  needs  some  explanation.  It  will  be  seen  that 
1.939  inspections  and  observations  were  made,  leading  to  the 
discovery  of  1,425  defects.  As  this  table  is  prepared  in 
accordance  with  a  draft  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  it  is  not  possible  to  show  separately  the 
various  items  which  make  up  these  totals,  in  any  other  way 
than  is  indicated  by  the  headings  supplied.  The  1,939 
inspections  and  observations  include  514  re-visits  which  were 
made  on  account  of  nuisances  found,  126  observations  of  defec¬ 
tive  eaves  spouting  and  fall  pipes  overhanging  public  thorough¬ 
fares,  stopped  surface  drains  in  streets,  etc.,  etc.,  which 
were  reported  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  are  also  included,  and  in 
the  following  table  I  have  separated  from  “  house  drainage  ” 
other  items  with  interesting  figures.  Defects  in  paving,  back¬ 
yards,  passages,  etc.,  are  not  shown  separately  in  table  VI., 
but  have  to  be  included  in  “  other  nuisances.”  Again,  the 
number  557, — ashpits  and  privies — in  the  formal  notice  column, 
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and  the  59  “other  faults”  in  house  drainage  include  a  number 
of  duplicate  Longton  Improvement  Act  notices,  which,  as 
pointed  out  last  year,  are  served  on  the  tenant  addressed  to 
“  the  owner,”  and  therefore  the  total  number  of  nuisances 
abated  after  the  issue  of  formal  notices  is  actually  less  than 
the  number  of  notices  recorded.  The  higher  total  of  nuisances 
abated  during  the  year,  includes  a  number  of  out-standing 
defects  discovered  in  1907,  which  were  found  to  be  remedied 
when  visited  during  the  earlier  months  of  the  present  year. 


Houses  with  dirty,  damp,  or  dilapidated  condition  ...  63 

,,  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drains  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

,,  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

,,  no  disconnection  ...  ...  ...  n 

,,  no  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  other  faults  (want  of  slop-stones,  waste  pipes,  &c.)  129 

Ashpits,  defective  or  required  ...  ...  ...  445 

Privy  cesspools  defective  ...  ...  ...  116 

Water-closets  required  ...  ...  ...  126 

Defects  in  existing  closets  (W.C.’s  and  hand-flushed)  ...  127 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defects  in  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  factories  and  workshops...  ...  ...  24 

,,  lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  to 

,,  dairies  and  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  25 

Defective  paving,  back-passages,  yards,  etc _  ...  160 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 


The  number  of  houses  affected  by  the  above  nuisances 
was  1,136. 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  houses  were  completely 
examined  on  account  of  infectious  disease  ;  242  wholly  or 
partly  respecting  alleged  nuisances,  over-crowding,  drainage, 
etc.,  and  of  these  385  houses  so  examined  243  had  236  nuisances 
of  some  kind  or  other  ;  44  re-visits  were  made  on  account  of 
infectious  disease,  514  respecting  nuisances  found,  and  461  for 
other  causes. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
as  to  nuisances  only,  was  145  Of  these,  12  were  anonymous 
complaints  in  writing,  7  were  duly  signed,  24  were  verbal 
complaints,  and  102  were  reports  as  to  nuisances  discovered  by 
the  Lady  Inspector,  and  which  would  not  otherwise  have  been 
brought  to  my  notice  so  early. 


Drainage  work. 


Provision  of 
Water  closets. 


Meat  Inspection 


Dairies,  Cow¬ 
sheds,  and 
Milkshops. 


l'he  number  of  drains  tested  during  the  year,  either  on 
compaint  of  alleged  defects  or  during  the  progress  of  drainage 
work  following  sanitary  notices,  was  325  ;  35  in  respect  of  the 
former  with  36  defects  found,  and  290  while  work  was  being 
carried  out,  with  62  defects  ;  268  new  drains  were  inspected 
and  21  while  defects  previously  discovered  were  being  remedied  ; 
254  re-visits  were  made  while  work  was  in  progress  As 
previously  stated,  these  figures  do  not  by  any  means  indicate 
all  openings  to  drains  which  have  been  necessary  during  the 
year,  many  minor  defects  have  been  rectified  without  any 
intimation  from  the  contractor  that  such  were  being  dealt  with. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  again  report  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  offensive  and  defective  privy  cesspools  abolished 
during  the  year,  323  against  231  in  1907. 

87  Water  Closets  and  }  in  place  of  323  privy 

205  Hand-flushed  Closets  were  installed/  cesspools. 

1  New  Hand  flushed  Closet. 

1  Slop-water  Closet  was  altered  to  an  ordinary  Water  Closet. 

1  ,,  ,,  a  Hand-flushed  Closet. 

23  I  land-flushed  Closets  were  supplied  with  flushing  apparatus 

71  New  Water  Closets  were  erected. 


The  figures  obtained  as  the  result  of  the  census  of  closet 
accommodation  in  the  Borough  in  1904,  corrected  to  the  end  of 
the  year  stand  as  follows  :  — 


Privy 

Cesspools 

Slop-water 

Closets 

Fresh-water 
Automatic  Closets 

Cistern -flushed 
Water  Closets 

Haml-flushed 

Pans 

1904 

2,867 

93° 

3X9 

B369 

2,508 

1908 

2,094 

927 

344 

1.865 

2,920 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  again  report  that  no  legal 
proceedings  were  necessary  during  the  year,  though  four 
“seizures”  were  made  of  206  rabbits,  and  1,280  lbs.  of  beef 
surrended  by  the  owners  and  destroyed.  The  rabbits  were 
putrid  and  the  beef  diseased. 


At  the  end  of  1908,  we  have  on  the  register  74  dairies, 
milk  houses,  and  milkshops,  and  19  cow-keepers  with  30  sheds 
producing  milk  within  the  Borough  Boundary  ;  and  64  milk- 
purveyors  who  reside  outside. 


Water  Analysis 


Common 
Lrdgini*  Houses 


Factories, ' 
Workshops,  and 
Bakehouses 


Refuse  Removal 


During  the  year  some  improvement  lias  been  made  in 
several  of  the  cowsheds  reported  on  previously,  n  sheds  being 
provided  with  additional  light  and  ventilation,  and  2  have  had 
a  proper  supply  of  water  laid  on,  together  with  more  efficient 
drainage  arrangements.  Six  of  the  36  sheds  reported  on  last 
year  are  not  now  used  for  housing  cattle,  owing  to  their 
unsuitability  for  the  purpose. 


Only  one  sample  of  water  was  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year,  and  his  report  thereon  was  as 
follows  : — 

“  Water  from  a  well  supplying  8  houses  in  Uttoxeter 
Road.” 

“  This  is  not  a  very  good  water,  but  in  its  present 
condition  I  consider  it  passable.” 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  these 
premises,  one  house  reported  on  last  year  as  unfit  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  has  been  considerably  altered,  cleansed,  and  re-decorated, 
and  is  now  occupied  by  a  new  tenant,  who  conducts  the  house 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Three  keepers  of  unregistered  houses  were  prosecuted, 
and  two  were  fined  for  the  offence.  Two  of  these  houses  were 
afterwards  dosed,  and  though  extensive  alterations  were  made 
in  one  of  them,  no  application  has  since  been  received  from  a 
suitable  person  as  keeper.  The  third  house  was  brought  into 
conformity  with  the  Bye-Laws  and  afterwards  registered,  so 
that  we  now  have  five  registered  common  lodging  houses  in 
the  Borough. 

A  few  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  respecting  sanitary  nuisances, 
and  these  have  received  attention  after  intimation  to  the  owners. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  62  bakehouses  and  142 
workshops  on  the  register. 

The  quantity  of  ashes  and  house  refuse  collected  shows 
a  slight  increase  on  1907.  The  weights  wrere  as  follows  : — 

Longton. — 5,645  tons,  1  cwt.,  being  a  decrease  of  218  tons, 
18  cwts.  on  the  previous  year. 


Ni«htsoil 

Removal 


Lime  Brushes 


Florence. — 3,203  tons,  6  cwts.,  being  a  increase  of  328  tons 

13  cwts,  on  the  previous  year. 

Dresden. — 826  tons,  11  cwts.,  being  a  decrease  of  5b  tons, 

14  cwts.,  on  the  previous  year. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected,  9,674  tons,  18  cwts, 
was  disposed  of  at  the  destructor. 

The  weight  of  mortar  sold  was  613  tons,  6  cwts.,  being  a 
decrease  of  84  tons,  2  cwts.,  on  the  amount  disposed  of  last 

year. 

The  quantity  of  nightsoil  collected  was  : — 

Longton. — 2,183  tubs,  a  decrease  of  178I  tubs  on  the  quantity 
collected  in  1907. 

Florence. — 612  tubs,  a  decrease  of  82^  tubs  on  the  quantity 
collected  in  1907. 

Dresden. — 303  tubs,  a  decrease  of  g|  tubs  on  the  quantity 
collected  in  1907. 

The  decrease  of  270  tubs  of  nightsoil  collected  during  the 
year  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  has  been  found  possible 
to  carry  on  the  work  with  one  gang  of  men  less,  owing  to  the 
steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  privy  cesspools  throughout 
the  Borough. 

The  3,098  tubs  of  nightsoil  collected  have  been  disposed 
of  as  follows  :  — 1,173  to  farmers,  1,920  tipped  into  the  sewers, 
and  5  tubs  conveyed  to  the  destructor. 

The  number  of  brushes  loaned  during  the  year  was  707,  an 
increase  of  59  as  compared  with  1907.  The  sum  of  £1  3s.  2d. 
has  been  banked  as  forfeited  deposits,  consequent  on  brushes 
being  retained  by  the  borrower  longer  than  three  days. 
Fourteen  loads  of  lime  were  distributed  free  to  the  public 
during  the  year, — one  load  more  than  was  the  case  during  1907. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  again  thank  you  for  your  continued 
support  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  CARR  ATT. 


VITAL  ST  A  T I  ST  ICS  OF  THE  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1908  and  previous  Years. 
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Isolation  Hospital:  Hanley,  Longton,  Stoke  and  Fenton  Joint  Flospital  Board,  Bucknall. 

Total  available  beds  162. 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  : — Scarlet  fever  102,  Diphtheria  36, 

Enteric  fever  24.  Total  162. 
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Phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis).. 
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Table  VI.  Borough  of  Longton. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Win  k  done  in  rim  Nuisance  Inspector's  Department  during 

tire  year  1908. 


N  umber  of 

Abatement  Notices 

Nuisances  Abated 
after  Notice  bv 

Insj  rc- 
Lions  him 
Observa¬ 
tions 
main 

Defects 

found 

1 

Informal 

by 

Inspector 

Formal 

by 

Lnthority 

Inspector  , 

lutliority 

\ 

Foul  conditions... 

6 

4 

4 

8 

]  )welling- 

houses 

■Structural  defects 

42 

53 

53 

6 

82 

and 

Schools 

Overcrowding  ... 

1  o 

8 

8 

8 

Lodging-houses 

10 

8 

6 

Dairies  and  niilkshops 

47 

15 

15 

15 

Cowsheds 

53  j 

to 

1 1 

27 

Hakehouses,  Factories,  ) 
and  Workshops  i 

qo 

22 

20 

) 

19 

2 

Slaughter- 

houses 

96 

20 

20 

15 

Ashpits  and  privies  ... 

3°° 

414 

63 

557 

60 

4*5 

I  deposits  of  refuse  and  manure 

23 

17 

[  3 

14 

W  ater  closets 

8 1 

9° 

*5 

42 

8  2 

7d 

1  louse 

No  disconnection... 

fi 

1 1 

1 1 

9 

t 

1  )rainage 

Other  faults 

2  74 

336 

336 

59 

437 

60 

Water  supply 

10 

10 

1 0 

10 

Animals  improperly  kept 

1 8 

17 

17 

9 

( ) (Tensive 

trades 

7 

1 

1 

1 

Smoke  nuisances 

'3 

3 

0 

J) 

<  )ther  nuisances 

1  806 

3*4 

3*4 

45 

346 

_ 

53 

Totals... 

1939 

[425 

1062 

71 1 

1148 

677 

TABLE  V /  (Continued) 


I  hi  wholesome  food  : 

Number  of  seizures  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Condemned  bv  Magistrate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  1 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease 

Lots  of  infected  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  (Articles) 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  1  Rooms) 
Schools  ,,  ,.  ,.  . 


3X50 

1 99 
300 


February  23rd,  1909 


(Signed)  F.  CAFF  ATI. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


